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Introduction

This report gives information on the status and progress of the EAA website. The development
and acceptance of the site since the last EAA General Assembly (GA) in Sevilla is described and
current and future plans for structure and design of the web page are presented.

General information

The Internet representation of the European Acoustics Association (EAA), FENESTRA, is cen-
tre for distribution of information on the national acoustical societies to the public, a forum
for discussion within the EAA organs (board, Technical Committees) and a news board with
announcements of events that deal with acoustics, as well as a public forum for discussion on
acoustic topics. In Sevilla a new information management system has been proposed by Malte
Kob, the product manager of FENESTRA. Since that time, layout and structure of the EAA web
page have been completely re-designed.
The following features have been established:

e Domains: EAA FENESTRA can be reached by the following domains:
www.eaa-fenestra.org
WWW . european-acoustics.org
WWW . euracoustics.org
The same domains can be used for the email-adresses after @, e.g.
caa-presidents@eaa-fenestra.org.

e Email-Lists: A number of Email-Lists were created. The idea of an email list is that only
one address can be used to distribute the email to a number of recipients within a specific
category. The following lists given in Table [l have been set up.

e Authoring system: Members of the EAA board, the national societies and visitors of
FENESTRA can submit articles, news and web links for publication on the web site.

e Discussion forum: A newsgroup server at the address
http://forum.eaa-fenestra.org
allows free discussions on various topics in open boards, and discussions within the EAA
Board or the Technical Committees in closed boards.

e Society page: A password protected page has been set up with EA A-internal information
for the national societies. The page
http://www.euracoustics.org/societies/
lists documents for the general assemblies and the email lists that can be used to dis-
tribute information among the national societies. Access to the page is restricted (username
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society, password mvhr70). On the page the form for update of the society information
can be found as well (see below).

e Forms: For easy acquisition and update of important information, forms have been gener-
ated that distribute updated information within the EAA board. The form for submission
of job offers can be found at
http://www.euracoustics.org/jobs/
and the form for society data update can be found at
http://www.euracoustics.org/socs/

Access to the society data form is restricted (username [societyl, password mvhr70)

e Knowledge base: A multilingual acoustical dictionary has been established on the EAA
web page. The original dictionary has been collected by the Swiss Acoustical Society. The
link to this page is
http://www.euracoustics.org/acdic
A collection of tools and applets for multimedial education in acoustics has been established.
The link to this page is
http://www.euracoustics.org/mme

e Event list: The list of the events has been completely re-designed. Now the data of the
events can be filled in on a web page. The information on the events are then rendered in
html and shown for different years on the page
http://www.euracoustics.org/events/index.html
At the same time the information is transferred into a pdf document that can be easily
included in other media like NUNTIUS or ACTA ACUSTICA united with acustica.

Administration: New server concept

The root server which hosts the EAA webpage is run by a company that takes care of the
hardware functionality and Internet accessibility of the server. Begin of July 2002 the server went
online with a Linux operating system. The server software has been configured, and the EAA
web site has been transferred to the new server. The two administrators of the former EAA
web server in Oldenburg, Hermann Remmers (Technical Administrator) and Matthias Vormann
(Editorial Webmaster) cared for the web administration until end of 2002. Their competence
and steady interest in the EAA webpage are gratefully acknowledged. Since June 2002 Frank
Wefers, student in computer science administers the new server and cares for all technical and
administration issues.

The new server made it possible to establish a new server concept. The idea is a separation
of content and layout, which enables more transparent data storage, update and representation.
The server incorporates an XML transform algorithm that allows data input via web forms or
another user friendly interface and subsequent output of the data in HT'ML for web publishing
or PDF for printed versions of the same content. An example for this new concept has already
been established: a new layout of calendar of upcoming events has been integrated into the
current site. Its data is already stored in the new Content Management System and accessible
via XML. The online version of the calendar is built using XSLT transformation technology. For
the Nuntius Acusticus, a PDF document of the calendar is generated from the XML data source,
using XSL-Formatting Objects.

Statistics

The EAA webpage Fenestra is visited about 2600 times per month (see Figure 1 in the Annex).
This causes a monthly traffic of approx. 400-500 Mbytes. Since the day the new server went public
in January 2003 (when the old server in Oldenburg had been shut down), we had a stable number
of visitors per month. In August 2002 the number of visits per month was about 2200 and the
traffic was about 100 MB.

The hourly usage is strongest between 9 am and 11 pm The maximum hourly usage is reached
during the afternoon between 2 and 4 pm. Most people visit the site during the week. Only a
very small amount of visitors access the webpage on the weekends (<10%).
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The discussion forum (forum.eaa-fenestra.org) was visited by 60 users during the month Jan-
uary and February. Since March the number of visitors has increased to approx. 140 per Month.
This is about 5% of the total activity.

In April, 40% of the visitors were from Europe, 15% from North America, 25% are from
other countries. 20% reached the website from Network-Domains (.net). The distribution of
the domains and countries varies significantly from month to month. In April, the most active
country inside Europe was Germany, followed by France, Italy, Poland and the United Kingdom
(see Table B)). About 25% of our users stay 30 sec.-5 min. on the site, 15% stay 5-30 min., 10%
percent stay more than 30 min., 50% percent leave the site in less than 30 seconds.

The majority of our visitor use Microsoft Windows operating systems, followed by Apple Mac
OS, Linux and other Unix-derivates. The majority of our visitors use Microsoft Internet Explorer,
followed by the Opera internet browser and Netscape/Mouzilla. In the annex, a list of keywords
and a list of links from external pages is given.

The actual statistics can be found at following Internet address using the user name ’society’
and the password 'mvhr70’: www.eaa-fenestra.org/statistics

Current issues

Conference site hosting

The new server structure gives opportunity to all EAA members — especially to those societies
who do not own an Internet Server — to administer a national web site or conference site on a
subsection of FENESTRA. Since the new server has sufficient capacity to host more than one
domain, requests of national societies can be accepted who wish to place their society page or
conference site on the EAA webserver.

Two major events will be hosted on EAA FENESTRA: the joint CFA-DAGA meeting 2004 in
Strasbourg, France (www.cfadaga04.org) and FORUM ACUSTICUM 2005 in Budapest, Hun-
gary (www.ta2005.0rg). The webmasters of the conferences will be given secure access for
administration of the site using either conventional html pages (including script languages) or
ZOPE/PLONE. If you are interested in doing such things please contact us.

Activity

The input to the news sections of FENESTRA has increased slightly. Almost every week new
proposals for PhD thesis abstracts, news and — less often — requests for job offers are submitted.
Also, submissions of news from societies, book reviews, product announcements, congress reports
etc. from the society members or the national secretaries are very welcome! The representation
of the Technical Committees (TCs) has been established for quite a number of TCs after Sevilla.
The activity on the pages could still be improved by announcements (meetings, projects) that
could run across the front page and then be stored in the appropriate TC section.

You are encouraged to submit texts either directly via FENESTRA (after login) or via email
to the address leaa-fenestra@Geuracoustics.org.

Webmaster wanted!

After having done a great job with setting up the new server since last year, Frank Wefers will
not continue his webmaster job after summer 2003. If you know a person who is willing to take
over this interesting task please contact us: leaa-fenestraGeaa-fenestra.org.

Future work

1. Access of TC chairs and TC members to their own subsections of FENESTRA where they
can share information

2. Automatised work flow for submission and publication of information. This makes sense
when the responsibilities for information processing are worked out and emails do not work
out well as communication tool. If you think you could need such work flow tool, we could
provide you with it.
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3. A simple work flow will be established for simultaneous publication of information in the
media ACTA ACUSTICA united with acustica, NUNTIUS and FENESTRA, like announce-
ments of conferences or symposia. The article or news will be written once and then dis-
tributed among the media.

4. The web server allows to establish email addresses for individuals and societies who do not
have access to an own email server. If you are interested in such a service, let me know.

5. The progress on the new work flow concept can be monitored by visiting the address
wwWww2.eaa-fenestra.org

The development of EAA and also its representation in EAA FENESTRA depends on the activity
of people. If a member of your national society wants to contribute with any idea, please encourage
her or him to join. Any contributions, proposals and comments are welcome!

Malte Kob — Aachen, April 2003

email: leaa-fenestra@european-acoustics.org

Annex

EAA email lists

List
EAA-Acustica
EAA-Board
EAA-Documenta
EAA-EEIG
EAA-Events
EAA-Exec-Council
EAA-Fenestra
Eaa-Index
EAA-Jobs
EAA-News
EAA-Nuntius
EAA-President
EAA-Presidents
EAA-Product-Manager
EAA-Secretariat
EAA-Secretaries
EAA-Secretary
EAA-Societies
EAA-TCS
EAA-Treasurer
EAA-Vice-Presidents
Everyone

Description

Product Manager ACTA ACUSTICA united with acustica
EAA Board

Product Manager Documenta Acustica

(Former) EAA Board

Event distribution — FENESTRA and NUNTIUS

EAA Executive Council

Product Manager and Webmaster of FENESTRA

Product Manager of EAA INDEX

Job Office — EAA secretary

News distribution — Prod. Manager FENESTRA + NUNTIUS
Product Manager Nuntius Acusticus

EAA President

EAA Presidents (of the societies)

All EAA Product manager

Permanent EAA secretariat in Spain

EAA secretaries (of the societies)

EAA secretary

EAA societies — Presidents and secretaries of the national societies
All TC Chairmen

EAA Treasurer

EAA Vice Presidents

Forward to every EAA-fenestra mailinglist user

Table 1: EAA email lists

Note that submission of emails to the lists is forwarded after acknowledgment by the webmaster
to prevent unwanted distribution of emails.
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Keywords

Keyword Searchs
acoustic
acoustics
united
association
fenestra
acta

bilbao
acustica
european
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Table 2: Search expressions used to find FENESTRA in April 2003

Usage statistics of the EAA webpage (new server)
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Figure 1: General usage of the EAA homepage
Explanation:

left bar chart: number of mouse clicks/hits (left of each three bars), files (middle) and page visits
(right) per month

upper right bar chart: number of visitors (upper) and web sites (lower bars)

lower right bar chart: data transfer per month

Note: The administrative access to the EAA web site has been excluded from the statistics. The
server officially went online in January 2002.

Links from an external page to FENESTRA
e www.euronoise?2003.1t
o www.sfa.asso.fr/home.html
e www.scientific-computing.co.uk/acoust/jobs.htm
e www.dega.itap.de/dega.htm
e www.dega.itap.de/Informationen/acustica.htm

These were the most often used external entry pages to FENESTRA within the last two weeks.
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Origin of visitors

| Top 30 of 62 Total Countries

’I| Hits | Files | KRBjytes | Country
11 [ 10686 2161% | 5055] 17.21%] 61768 26 16%|Germany

12 [ 10638 21 52% | 6365 21.67% | 46428 19 66% [Unresolved/Unknown
'3[ 5349 1032% 3367 1146% | 33826 14 332 [Network

(4| 3252] 658%[2001] 631%)16211] 6872%[US Commercial
(5[ 2982] 603%|1864] 635%12397] 525%[France

(6| 2084] 422%[1393] 474%) 6992] 296% [Ttaly

7] 1701] 344%| 948] 323%| 5936 251%[Poland

'8 [ 1628] 329%[1041] 354%) 6370 270%[United Kingdom
9| 1316] 266%| 819 279%) 5959 2 52%[Sweden

10 1012] 205%| 528] 180%| 3263] 138%|Tapan

11] 1007 204%| 515 175%) 3570 151%[US Educational
12| 936] 18%%| 658] 224%| 5532] 2 34%[MNetherlands
13| 577] 117 415 141% 2294 0.97%[Canada

14| 577] 1.17%| 461 157 2589 1.10% Denmark

15 507] 103%| 357] 1228 2928] 124%|[Spain

16| 449 091%| 238 081% 1710 072% [Austratia

17] 428] o&7s| 353 120%) 1775 0.75%[Switzerland
18] 414] 034%| 190 085%] 879 037%[Norway

19 364] 074%| 216] 074%) 1220] 052%[Portugal

20[ 3s4] 072%| 190 065%) 1048] 044%[Greece

21[ 306] 062%| 270 092%) 1370 058%[Austria

22[ 278] 0356%| 189 064%| 1162] 049%[Russian Federation
23] 2s2] 051%| 181] 0s62%) 920 039%[Belgum

24[ 207 042%| 70 024%) 390 017%[Hungary

25[ 170] 034%| 132] 045%] 669 028%[Braz

26 141] 029%| 119 041%) 604] 026%[Luxembours
27[ 125] 025%| 118] 040%| 583 025%[Singapore
28] 117 o24%| 92| 031%) 638 027%Mexico

29[ 116] 023 91] 031%] 410 017%[Romania

30[ 114] 023 S9) 020%| 331 0 14%[Finland

Table 3: Origin of visitors in April 2003

Note that the traffic to/from Germany includes significant data exchange for preparation of NUN-
TIUS ACUSTICUS.



